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From the Desk of Mrs. McNeal
A brand new year begins for Our Lady of Fatima families, students, and staff. It promises to be an exciting school year 
with new adventures, stimulating curriculum, and knowledgeable and giving teachers. Again, I am so proud to be your 
principal throughout this 2009-2010 school year as we welcome new families to be part of our Fatima tradition. My ap-
plause and ovations are for each of you who believe, are sacrificing, and acknowledge that Our Lady of Fatima School is 
the best place to educate your youngsters in faith, knowledge, and future successes. May God Bless you this day, tomor-
row, and as we travel together this year.

Father Robideau Arrives At Fatima
July 1, 2009 brought 
a new leader to Our 
Lady of Fatima Par-
ish and School. Fa-
ther Jeffery Robi-
deau has been in-
strumental is bring-
ing about major 
changes to our cir-
riculum including 
new Faith & Life 
religion textbooks 
and new 2009 Sadier 
math textbooks. Fr. 
Robideau also evalu-
ated our computer 
instruction program 
and suggested a new 

30-student computer lab and presentation room for instruc-
tion. He has worked tirelessly to help put together all the 
ideas, resources, and skills of many individuals to write our 
Five Year Plan and beyond for the Diocese by December 1, 
2009. Fr. Robideau has shown by his presence, time and 
efforts that he is committed to OLF School.

Fall Festival
The Jackson Family Fall Festival is scheduled for Septem-
ber 25, 26, and 27 this year. Wrist bands for carnival rides 
can be purchased in the Office. Price is $15 for one day or 
$30 for all weekend.

Retreats
August 
brought 
retreats for 
our staff, 
both spiri-
tually and 
academi-
cally. Our 
teachers 
spent a day 
with Father 
Larry DeLaney, learning about God's surprises for us. Each 
surprise can make us bitter or better and each one of us 
promises that better will be the path we take this school 
year.

At the day-long academic retreat, at the home of the princi-
pal, teachers studied our religion program, thematic plan-
ning and other changes in our curriculum. Lunch was 
served during a boat cruise around the lake.

Welcome To Our New 
Staff Member
Hello, my name is Joe Walsh.  I 
am the new third/fourth grade 
teacher.  I am looking forward 
to teaching here at Our Lady of 
Fatima, especially in this excit-
ing time of growth.  I would like 
to take a moment to share a lit-
tle history with you.  I attended 
Our Lady of Fatima, Jackson 
Catholic Middle School, Lumen 
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Christi, Jackson Community College, and Baker College 
(where I attained my Bachelor’s in Education).  During my 
school years I have worked in many different fields from 
farming to tutoring.   Many of you may know me from the 
Falcon Society that was started up to help raise funds to 
keep Our Lady of Fatima School open.  However, after ac-
cepting the job as the new teacher here at Our Lady of 
Fatima, I resigned from the presidency of the Falcon Soci-
ety. I then began working diligently to get my new class-
room set up before the school year started.  It is my ex-
treme pleasure to work with such a wonderful staff and to 
teach such beautiful children.  One of my goals as a teacher 
at Fatima is to bring in as many hands-on activities as I can 
to enhance the children’s learning.  I have worked in many 
different fields and hope to bring some of my experiences 
to the classroom so students can understand the importance 
of learning and how it can be applied to everyday life.  I 
enjoy many “hobbies” which include:  woodworking, 
working around horses, farming, and handyman work.  
This is a time of growth at Fatima and it is my hope that 
our children will look back at this era in their lives and will 
say, “I was a part of that.”  Through the years my passion 
for Fatima has never been extinguished.  I am hoping that 
my new involvement at Fatima will be just as instrumental 
in keeping the spirit of Fatima alive. It is a great responsi-
bility and privilege to help form the strong Catholic citizens 
that Our Lady of Fatima has been raising for over half a 
century.  I look forward to meeting all of you and teaching 
your children here at Fatima.

Clean School
Take time to give a Pat on the Back and a Tip of the 
Hat to Jewel for her complete cleaning operation of 
our school. It sparkles. It glimmers. It shines. Huge 
Thank You!

Sister Brenda McHugh
I am pleased to be joining 
OLF this year and look 
forward to the opportunity 
to meet and work with all 
the school families. I pray 
that God will pour out His 
abundant graces and bless-
ings on all of us this 
schoolyear.

The name of my religious 
congregation is: Daughters 
of St. Mary of Providence. 
We were founded by 
Blessed Aloysius (Louis) 
Guanella. He also founded the Servants of Charity (priests 
and brothers) who minister at St. Louis Center in Chelsea 
and the Shrine of St. Joseph in Grass Lake. Recently the 
Servants of Charity asked the Sisters to come and help 
them at the Shrine of St. Joseph, so Sister Margaret Mary 
and myself have arrived. In addition, I will be working with 
you at Our Lady of Fatima. I am originally from Chicago, 
the second oldest of 10 children. I have been a religious 
sister for 21 years. For the past seven years I have been 
working in Vancouver, British Columbia as the Coordinator 
of Religious Education and Pastoral Assistant, as well as 
assisting in the 1st grade classroom. It is a joy for me to 
work with the children and together draw closer to Christ.

VIRTUS Training

September 17, 2009 

6:30 p.m. Queens 

Elementary School

Welcome Back Picnic

September 8, 2009

6:00 p.m.

Pull Pork & All The Fix'ns

Open House - 7:00 p.m.

In All Classrooms

After The Picnic
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